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day before dinner. I have a house upon the banks of the Nile, agreeably situated and cool. General Hutchinson's force, amounting to 5000 British and equal numbers of Turks, was encamped at Hatnil, on the Nile, about four miles in front of this place. He moved forward upon the 5th instant, and on the 7th came in sight of the French, who were posted some miles upon this side of Ehainanie, at Lalf. The French abandoned this position upon our approach, and we encamped a little beyond it. Our army marched again upon the 8th, and on the gth came once more in sight of the French near Ehamanie. They were posted behind a dyke with their right on the Nile, their left protected by a fort. Our army halted and formed. The day was spent in cannonading and skirmishing. The enemy were observed to send off their camels, and to take measures for retreating.
A strong body of their cavalry were advanced to protect this movement. They retreated in the night, leaving in the fort, for the protection of their wounded, about eighty or ninety men, who surrendered next morning. In the course of the i oth, an escort of forty dragoons with some officers from Alexandria, not knowing of the retreat of the French, came in to our advanced posts and Avere taken. From them the General first learnt that the French had retired upon Cairo, not upon Alexandria; this was unexpected. A patrol was immediately sent to Dernenhur, by which this information was confirmed; it was found that the French had not passed that point. The force of the enemy, including 800 cavalry, amounted to 4000. The General determined to follow them to Cairo, and he marched accordingly upon the i ith. I had written to the General upon my arrival here. On the 12th I received a letter from him, in which he informs me that he at first had thoughts of going to Cairo, but he found it impossible. The troops from the heat were getting sickly, and from not being prepared for so distant a march, the army was unprovided with many essential articles. The General states that it is necessary to make a show of following the enemy in order to drive them into Cairo, andto the right wing, with orders to the
